


Festivities and fun abound on Ride The Rockies
By Andrea Tuttle
Community Relations Coordinator

As most experienced Ride
The Rockies cyclists

know, the tour is not just
about miles upon miles of sad-
dle time. Ride The Rockies is
also an opportunity to become
more familiar with the unique
mountain towns the tour visits
throughout the week.

Many cyclists new to Ride
The Rockies ask the question,
“What is there to do when I’m
not riding?” To this year’s new-
bies I say, take advantage of
the time you have in the towns
and check out all of the fantas-
tic events.

To start, each day 2,000 rid-
ers will roll into the headquar-
ter site in each town ready for a
shower and a change of
clothes. Ride The Rockies pro-
vides shower trucks and bag-
gage transport to the headquar-
ter site in each community.
Also provided at the site: bicy-
cle security, St. Anthony hospi-
tals medical services, massage
therapists, chiropractic services
and shuttles through town.

Once cyclists have settled in,
they can check out the incredi-
ble bikes at the demo tents,
purchase exclusive RTR mer-
chandise or visit the Sundance
Images tent to view photos
from that day’s ride. In the
afternoon, take a stroll to check
out the unique stores and res-
taurants each community has
to offer.

In the evenings, participants
are invited to grab a well-de-

served cold brew at
the New Belgium
Beer Garden while
relaxing and enjoy-
ing nightly entertain-
ment.

Each afternoon,
cyclists can also
attend our Cycling
Seminar.
Well-known profes-
sionals from the
cycling world will
speak on topics
ranging from cycling
to geography each
day.

In addition to
these activities, all
seven communities
have spent the last
few months prepar-
ing to entertain Ride
The Rockies cyclists
with fantastic food, events and
activities. Below are some high-
lights to get riders started on
their planning

Durango
The ride will begin out of

Durango on Sunday, June 15.
Registration will open at noon
on Saturday, June 14, on the
front lawn of Durango High
School, but the festivities begin
at 11 a.m. downtown at Who’s
Your Daddy, Durango’s annual
Father’s Day event. Take the
trolley from the high school to
downtown Main Street to enjoy
food, music, New Belgium
beers and festivities. The Who's
Your Daddy event is in its
fourth year and promises to
offer cyclists a great opportuni-
ty to experience the spirit of

downtown Durango.

Cortez
Cortez is known for its South-

western history. To showcase
its rich heritage, Cortez is offer-
ing shuttles to Mesa Verde
National Park and hosting the
Ride The Rockies entertain-
ment at the Cortez Cultural
Center. Check out Ralph Dino-
saur at the Cultural Center or
listen to Bob Roll talk about the
Tour de France at the County
Annex.

Telluride
The town of Telluride is a

historic, charming community,
nestled in the San Juan moun-
tains. During their visit, cyclists
are invited to take a scenic ride
on the free gondola up to Tellu-
ride Mountain Village. Food,

entertainment
and New Bel-
gium beer will
be provided in
the village. For
those cyclists
who choose to
stay in town and
take advantage
of the great
shopping and
restaurants, the
film “American
Flyers” will be
showing at Tellu-
ride Middle/High
School at 7 p.m.

Montrose
Rich in history

and beauty,
Montrose has
much to offer
Ride The Rockies
participants.

Coordinators have arranged for
buses to take interested cyclists
on tours of the nation’s 55th
national park, the Black Can-
yon. For those riders who want
to relax and experience the
town of Montrose, entertain-
ment will take place at Rotary
Park with several vendors offer-
ing various food options and,
of course, New Belgium beer.

Crested Butte
As cyclists ride into charming

Crested Butte, they will have a
well-deserved rest day ahead
of them. A multitude of events
have been planned for partici-
pants on the rest day. Among
them, Fat Tire Bike Week will
be in full swing while Ride The
Rockies is in town. Guided
mountain bike rides will be

offered, in addition to a pig
roast in Town Park. Festivities
will also be held at Crested
Butte Mountain Resort. Take a
free ride up the chair lift to the
base of Crested Butte Moun-
tain and check out live music
by Grass It Up. Be sure to
check ridetherockies.com for a
full list of rest-day activities.

Buena Vista
This quaint community, set at

the foot of the Collegiate
Peaks, warmly welcomes Ride
The Rockies back to town.
Buena Vista is the perfect town
to relax in before the final day
of the tour. Cyclists can mean-
der through downtown Buena
Vista or hang out at the shady
entertainment site at McPhele-
my Park. After the long week
and hard ride over Cotton-
wood Pass, riders will need a
rest!

Breckenridge
This growing mountain town

has a lot to offer. Riders will
cross the finish line at the River-
walk Center in the heart of
Breckenridge. Live music and
performances by Ripstoke Bike
Stunts will welcome cyclists to
the celebration. Food, margari-
tas, and as always, New Bel-
gium Beer will be served.
Friends and family are invited
to join in the celebration of this
fantastic achievement!

It’s going to be a great ride!
For more information about
each of these communities,
please check out the Host
Communities page at
www.ridetherockies.com.

Ride Smart
By Chandler Smith
Ride The Rockies Tour Director

Ride The Rockies is conducted on open roads with
vehicular traffic present. These roads include both
marked and unmarked hazards. Though we go to
great lengths to make the tour as safe as possible,
you are only as safe as you ride. Be safe, ride smart
and follow these rules when hitting the road:

B Always be aware of and yield to vehicle traffic.

B Ride as far to the right as possible. Only ride two
abreast when the shoulder is wide enough.

B Obey traffic laws, signs and signals.

B Beware of rumblestrips — ride to the right.

B Be predictable. Ride in a straight line.

B No headphones while riding.

B Accidents often occur in pacelines. If you are
inexperienced with drafting, do not draft. Maximum

paceline length is five cyclists.

B Use hand signals to indicate left or right turns,
slowing or stopping. Be communicative and warn
fellow cyclists of road hazards.

B Move completely off the road and shoulder
when stopped and resting.

B Only pass cyclists on their left. When passing,
warn cyclists by saying, “On your left.”

B Cross railroad tracks at a right angle.

B Rearview mirrors are strongly recommended.

B Expect the unexpected; your first responsibility
is to be safe.

B All Ride The Rockies support and safety services
are provided on the designated and marked route
ONLY.
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Now in its 23rd year, The Den-
ver Post Ride The Rockies
presented by Wells Fargo
welcomes Chandler Smith as

Tour Director. Smith comes to Ride
the Rockies after three years as direc-
tor of the MS 150 Bike Tour for the
National Multiple Sclerosis Society,
Colorado Chapter. During his tenure
with the MS 150, Smith produced
substantial growth in both number of
riders and money raised; in 2007,
Smith’s final year as director, the tour
achieved a record fundraising goal of
$2.5 million.

Prior to embarking on a career in
event management, Smith worked in
Group and Corporate Sales and Servic-
es for Vail Associates, and also served
as development manager for City Year

San Jose, an AmeriCorps program in
Northern California. As development
manager, Smith implemented City
Year Gang Busters (CYGB) to help
eradicate youth violence. This was an
initiative he modeled after the success-
ful marathon and fundraising pro-
gram, Team in Training.

As a newcomer, Smith respects the
reputation that Ride The Rockies has
garnered over the course of its
22-year history. Speaking to the com-
plex dynamics involved in putting on
Colorado’s premiere cycling event,
Smith says, “To stage a successful,
enjoyable and safe tour, it takes a
community of dedicated partners and
volunteers. The spirit of RTR truly
resides within them.” Along with en-
couraging this spirit, one of Smith’s

primary goals during his first tour is to
increase public awareness about the
organization’s charitable components:
"Ride The Rockies has made a signifi-
cant impact on nonprofit organiza-
tions throughout the state. With pro-
ceeds from the tour benefiting
Post-News Charities, a fund of the
McCormick Tribune Foundation, we
support Denver-area nonprofits that
provide literacy programs and services
for low-income youth.” In addition,
since 2001, the Post-News Communi-
ty/Ride The Rockies grant program
has provided over $300,000 to non-
profit organizations in communities
that have hosted the event. As Smith
puts it, “this a significant component
of the tour and one that should be
highlighted and celebrated.”

Smith, an avid outdoorsman and
music enthusiast, was born and raised
in Fort Collins and is a graduate of the
University of Colorado at Boulder.

The Post-News Community/Ride The
Rockies grant program is proud to once
again present a total of $35,000 to sev-
en nonprofit agencies in the communi-
ties hosting Ride The Rockies. Each of
these organizations makes a crucial
difference in their community by provid-
ing direct literacy services or programs
for low-income youth through recre-
ation, education or the arts.

Founded in 2001, the Post-News
Community/Ride The Rockies grant
program invites nonprofit organizations
from each of the host towns on the tour
route to apply for funding. After a com-
petitive selection process, one organiza-
tion in each host community is awarded
a $5,000 grant. In its history, the
Post-News Community/Ride The Rock-
ies grant program has awarded more
than $290,000 to communities through-
out the state of Colorado.

The Ride The Rockies host towns
provide valuable resources that make
the bicycle tour run smoothly. They
offer lodging, food, transportation,
entertainment and volunteers. These
grants are a way for Post-News Commu-
nity to thank the host communities for
their tremendous support, by in turn
supporting the great work that nonprof-
it agencies do in these towns every day.

“We hope that these grants will have
a lasting effect on the host communi-
ties,” said Chandler Smith, tour direc-
tor. “Our stay in each town is brief, but
by funding local nonprofits that provide

crucial services
to these commu-
nities, we hope
to have a
long-term im-
pact.”

Tri-County
Head Start/
Quality Early
Childhood
Program will receive the grant in Duran-
go. This agency provides quality, inte-
grated, comprehensive childhood devel-
opment programs that prepare children
and their families for success in both
school and life. Its program has provid-
ed full-day and school-day services for
some of the most high-risk and low-
income families in the Durango area for
more than 10 years.

In Cortez, the grant will be awarded
to The Piñon Project Family Resource
Center in support of its Early Risers
Skills for Success program, which tar-
gets children ages five through 10 who
are at risk for early development of
conduct disorders. It offers both year-
long and summer programs that work
to increase academic and social skills.

The Telluride Education Foundation
is receiving the Telluride award in sup-
port of its Program Grants, which pro-
vide supplemental funding to teachers
in the Telluride R-1 school district and
region who wish to provide alternative
and creative activities and instruction
not currently funded by the school

district.
Partners of

Delta,
Montrose
and Ouray
will receive
the award in
Montrose.
This organiza-
tion offers

and supports positive life experiences
for at-risk youth by providing
one-to-one mentorship with an adult
volunteer. In addition to its traditional
mentoring program they also offer an
Art Partner program which matches
youth with screened and trained profes-
sional artists in renewable three-month
mentoring apprentice relationships.

The grant in Crested Butte goes to
Gunnison Country Partners, a youth
mentoring organization that matches
referred, vulnerable youth with mentors
in an effort to reduce youth crime and
increase school success. Its programs
include the traditional one-to-one men-
torship as well as a new school-based
mentoring strategy in which high school
age volunteers mentor elementary
school students.

In Buena Vista, Boys & Girls Clubs of
Chaffee County will receive the award.
Their mission is to inspire and empower
young people to realize their full poten-
tial as productive, responsible and car-
ing citizens. They do this by providing
comprehensive, evidence-based pro-

gramming to young people during
after-school hours, school holidays and
summer breaks. The Club is open five
days a week, 50 weeks a year.

Breckenridge Outdoor Education
Center will receive the grant in Brecken-
ridge. BOEC seeks to expand the poten-
tial of people with disabilities and spe-
cial needs through meaningful, educa-
tional and inspiring outdoor experienc-
es. It was founded in 1976 to provide
outdoor excursions, primarily for people
with disabilities, and to train instructors
to work with special populations.

These grants will be distributed as the
Ride The Rockies tour passes through
each host town June 15 through 21.

“The Post-News Community/Ride The
Rockies grant program provides us with
a wonderful opportunity to support the
important work being done by nonprof-
it agencies in rural Colorado communi-
ties,” said Kristin Stork, community
relations manager. “The work these
organizations do has a significant im-
pact on these communities, and we’re
proud to support them in their efforts.”

The mission of Post-News Community
is to improve and enrich the lives of
those in our community through sup-
port of programs that benefit children
and youth; the arts; education and litera-
cy; and the provision of basic human
services. For more information, please
visit www.post-newscommunity.com.

RTR/Post-News Community to present $35,000
to nonprofit groups in host communities

There’s a new face behind the handlebars at RTR
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Without the support of the follow-
ing sponsors, the 2008 Ride The
Rockies would not be possible. We
gratefully acknowledge all of our
sponsors:

Wells Fargo is the Presenting
sponsor of Ride The Rockies.

New Belgium Brewing Company,
the Official Beer and Entertainment
sponsor of Ride The Rockies, pro-
vides beer and entertainment in the
host communities.

Ryder Transportation
Services, the Official Truck-leasing
Agent of Ride The Rockies, provides
trucks for use during the event, includ-
ing three 53-foot semi trucks and
drivers to transport bags for 2,000
riders.

St. Anthony Hospitals, the Official
Medical sponsor of Ride The Rockies,
provides medical supplies for the
Riding Medics staff, as well as a mo-
bile medical station in each town.

Peak Vision Sports, the Official
Sunglass sponsor of Ride The Rock-
ies, provides the event staff with
sunglasses.

Phillips 66, the Official Fuel spon-
sor of Ride The Rockies, provides fuel
for all Ride The Rockies staff vehicles.

Specialized, the Official Bicycle
Helmet of Ride The Rockies, provides
helmets for the entire riding medic
and ride official staff.

CBS 4 is the Official Television
Station of Ride The Rockies.

Frederic Printing is the Official
Printer of Ride The Rockies.

Old Chicago Restaurants, the
Official Music sponsor of Ride The

Rockies, provides music on the tour
route each day.

Gatorade, the Official Sports Drink
of Ride The Rockies, provides
Gatorade Endurance for the cyclists
at all tour aid stations.

Thule, the Official Bicycle Rack
sponsor of Ride The Rockies, pro-
vides bike racks for each of the Ride
The Rockies staff vehicles.

Verge Sport, the Official Cycle
Wear sponsor of Ride The Rockies,
manufactures the tour jerseys.

Stadium Medical, the Official Ambu-
lance sponsor of Ride The Rockies,
provides ambulance service on the
route throughout the tour.

Federal Fruit, the Official Fruit
sponsor of Ride The Rockies, pro-
vides fruit for all aid stations on the
tour.

Serotta Competition Bicycles is the
Official Bicycle sponsor of Ride The
Rockies.

Zoll provides automatic external
defibrillators for the tour.

Coach America provides shuttles
between host towns and nearby
lodging.

Enterprise Rental Cars provides
vehicles for staff and volunteers
during the tour.

A special thanks to the Bicycle
Repair Vans provided by: Wheat
Ridge Cyclery, The Bicycle Doctor,
Bicycle Village, Shimano, Any and All
Bikes and Sports Garage.

By Chandler Smith
Ride The Rockies Tour Director

For those of you who are new to
Ride The Rockies don’t despair!
While every cyclist is different
there are several universals that
will help make your weeklong ride
more pleasant. So, rookies listen
up! Here are some tried and true
tips straight from RTR veterans:

B Ride at your own pace — it’s
not a race. Soak in the scenery
and enjoy the camaraderie of
2,000 of your closet friends from
around the country.

B Take care of yourself! Be atten-
tive to what you eat and drink so

that you remain fueled, hydrated
and energized.
B Pace yourself and gear low,

especially on the climbs.
B Early risers miss winds and are

rewarded with warm showers.
B Dress in layers. Coloado’s

weather changes rapidly at higher
elevations.

B Taper your training. You will
spend a lot of quality time with
your bike next week. Al low your
body time to recover.

B Take in all that the host com-
munities have to offer — mingle
with locals and explore establish-
ments.

Ride The Rockies 2008:
Recognizing Our Sponsors

The Insider’s Track
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